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Know the Hazards of Welding, Cutting, and Brazing – and How to Guard Against Them!
Know the “Three F’s” of welding:

· FIRE (from flame, sparks, hot slag):
· Remove combustible materials from the area.

· Clean all flammable substances from the work surface.

· Cover wooden floors if possible.

· Keep a sand bucket and fire extinguisher nearby.

· Wear fire-resistant clothing

· FUMES (from heated metal):
· Work area should be well-ventilated.

· Wear approved respirator if required.

· Stop working if you feel ill.

· FACE (injuries to the face and eyes):

· Wear a face shield to protect against sparks, flying particles, radiation, eye injury.

· Goggles may also be needed when chipping metal.

Watch out for these other welding dangers:

· Electric shock (when arc welding):
· Make sure equipment is in good condition, and properly grounded.

· Don’t wear metal items.

· Wear insulated gloves.
· Explosions (when gas welding):

· Check the MSDS for the gas you’re using.

· Handle compressed gas cylinders extremely carefully.

· Always turn off the gas when not lit.

The leading cause of welding accident sis carelessness.  Take safety seriously.  Never take chances.
