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( Before turning the machine on, check that guards are in place at:

· Exposed points of operation

· Ingoing nip points

· Blades

· Rotating parts including drive components (chains, belts, pulleys, etc.)

· Any operating pints that send off flying chips or sparks

( Never operate a machine that is not equipped with adequate point-of-operating safety guards or safety devices.

( Know how to turn power on and off if you should have to do so quickly

( Read the manufacturer’s instructions on how to operate the machine safely and correctly – and follow those instructions.

( Pay attention to training on how to use machines properly and use them according to what you’re taught.

( Feed material into the machine with push sticks, not your hands.

( Don’t use gloves.  They can interfere with a precise grip or get caught at pinch points or the point of operation.

( Find a comfortable working position to minimize fatigue.

( Take it easy.  Rushing through a job is one of the major causes of accidents.

( Pay attention.  Machines are very powerful and they will run away from you if your are not alert.

( Check machines before use.  If anything seems to be missing or not working properly, report it.

( Never reach around or under a guard.  You are defeating the guard’s purpose!

( Make sure maintenance is performed when required.  If you think your equipment might have missed its scheduled maintenance, let your supervisor know.
( Use lockout/tagout procedures when a machine needs repair or maintenance.  Turn the machine and the power to the machine off and lock it so that no one tries to use it.

( Check machines after repair or maintenance to be sure that guards are in place.
