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HOUSEKEEPING?  Who, me?
Most of you probably have had to help with the house cleaning chores at some time or another, so I am sure you all agree that good housekeeping practices are important in the home.

However, we sometimes overlook the fact that good housekeeping is a key duty on the job, too.  The orderly arrangement of work areas is vital to the safety of all workers, regardless of whether they are involved with machines and tools or working in an office setting.

Falls often result from tripping over loose articles such as tools left in aisle ways and work areas.  Wet spots on the floor or trash and other articles left in stairways also take their toll.  Open desk or file drawers cause many a tripping hazards.
During periods of rain and snow, you know what a nuisance it is when the kids track water into the house from outside.  It is the same in a work environment.  Wet spots can cause slips and falls.  These areas should be cleaned up as soon as possible, regardless of who was responsible for the mess.  Trash receptacles are placed in numerous areas in the work areas, so there should be no excuse for waste paper, rags, cans, bottles, or other material being thrown on the floor.
Let’s face it, your job is much easier to do when your work area is kept neat.  Keep your tools and equipment off the floor and stored in the proper places.  This not only reduces tripping hazards but also protects the equipment you use to earn a living.  In an office setting, keep boxes on shelves and file paperwork in the filing cabinets.  Be sure to close those drawers!

Just as a quarterback has to keep his eyes open for changes in the defense or certain other tell-tale moves of opposing players we need to keep a lookout for danger signals on the job in order to keep “our team” safe and successful.  These danger signals include evidence of poor housekeeping – a spill, a tear in the carpet, articles projecting from a shelf, wires across a walkway, etc.  These things must be corrected immediately, so if you can’t do it yourself, let your supervisor know so that it will be taken care of as soon as possible.

In closing, I’d like to emphasize that we are all dependent on each other for safety.  It is up to each of us to hold up our end of the deal.  When each of us keep our areas in order, the whole place is a safer place in which to work!

Thank  you for taking an interest in safety!


