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Using the appropriate eye protection while performing certain tasks is crucial to eye safety.  Eye protection, regardless of its type or function, only protects the worker when it is performing up to standards.  For this reason, routine inspections must be conducted and problems fixed before the eye protection is put back into service.

As a general guidelines, the following can be used by both supervisors and workers.  However, always follow the manufacturer’s instruction for inspecting your eye protection:

General Inspection Tips:

Inspect before each use

Check for and replace cracked lenses

Replace scratched lens

Check for loose frames and nose pieces

Fit test before each use

Routinely inspect your protective eyewear.  This inspection is important so do not rush through it or skip steps.  Take your time and do it right the first time.  Remember:  it is your eyes that are being protected!

Eyewear should be inspected before each use.  For some workers this might mean a daily inspection; for other workers it may not be that often.  Regardless, make sure you inspect the eye protection before using it.  The time of discover problems is before you attempt to use the device, not during its use.

Check for cracked lenses or face shields, and replace if necessary.

Replace scratched lenses or shields if they impair your vision.  If possible, use another eye protective device and turn the defective one in for maintenance.

Also check for loose frames and nose pieces.  These can often be adjusted with a little problem.

Finally, fit test your eyewear before each  use.  Make sure there has been no damage the prevents a proper fit.

Supervisors should ensure that all at-risk employees know how to inspect their eye protection and that these inspections are actually performed as required.
