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Safety Committee Minutes
The Safety Committee met on Tuesday, March 8, 2016, at the Wastewater Interpretive Building from 1:30-3:00.

Safety Committee Members present were:
Morgan Maynard – HR

Carrie Hahn – Admin Svcs

Jason Fladland – Water Treatment
Brandi Dalton-Streets & Traffic

David Johnson - Parks

Maggie Brownlee – Police
Eric Sinclair – Solid Waste

Safety Committee members absent:
Ken Wood - Fire

Fred Irby-Wastewater
Troy Sampson – Community Facilities

Tim Nickerson – Parking
James Fehr-HR
Guests:
Jim Hadley, Kevin Hart-representing the Water Utilities Department.
Thomas Danenhower-MMIA

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.  
Minutes:

The minutes of December 8, 2015 were reviewed and approved.
New Business:

Thom Danenhower AIC, ARM-P, RS reviewed 2011-2015 Worker’s Compensation and Liability claims for the City of Helena as well as a comparison with the “big 8” Montana cities.

It was noted that the WC claims have increased and this may impact our MOD factor with a rise to 0.90 to 0.97 from the present 0.87.
Liability claims are on the decrease; potentially having a 9% drop and a MOD factor moving lower than the present 0.77 to 0.70-0.75.

The highest number of claims and costs incurred fell into the following categories:  Strains, Sprains and Fractures.  Slips and falls on ice were a major contributor and may be reduced by the wearing of cleats, though enforcing that is an uphill battle, Thom said.  
His other suggestions included having laborers always wearing PPE; hard hats, gloves, goggles, regulation boots, etc. and wherever possible use mechanic lifts to assist moving heavier objects that can’t be separated into lighter loads. The aging of the workforce has also contributed to the higher claims rates across the State.  

Follow-up:

Carrie asked about having Danny David present his training on identifying drugs at the work place to other City employees.  Morgan will contact Chief McGee about this and will get back to everyone.
Other Business: 
Morgan let everyone know that MMIA has requested we file ALL worker’s compensation claims with them regardless of the employee seeking medical attention.  She has filed all the “non-medical” claims she has on file for the last year and will continue to file any in the future.
Next Meeting:

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 14, 2016 at 1:30 p.m. at the Wastewater Interpretive Building, UNLESS we can schedule a tour at the new Parks and Recreation Department.

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.[image: image3.wmf]
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