TIPS FOR SAFE WINTER DRIVING
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Now that winter is in high gear it is a good time to review a few safe winter driving tips!

(  Do not overestimate your ability in bad driving conditions.

(  Slow down and be sure to wear your seat belts.  Also, never drink and drive.

(  Put extra distance between you and the car in front of you.

(  Don’t slam on the brakes.  The wheels could lock, causing your car to slide.

(  If your car starts to slide, turn your wheels in the direction in which it is sliding to straighten it out.

(  Drive on interstates and one-way roads, whenever possible.

(  Turn on your lights to see and be seen.

(  Clear snow and ice off the headlights, tail lights, mirrors, and license plates.

(  Stop the car when necessary to keep the windows clear.

(  Be aware that bridges, ramps, and overpasses may freeze first.

(  Check the windshield wipers to make sure they are not frozen to the windshield.  You may want to consider replacing your original wipers with heavy-duty ones.
 (  If you get stuck in the snow, don’t panic!  Start by shoveling a path in front and behind the wheels.  Spreading sand or strips of carpet helps.  You can also try rocking the vehicle by moving forward and backward in rapid succession until free.

Also, remember to enjoy the season!  Summer’s coming!

