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 Guard Machines for Safety Handout
Machines designed to work on wood and metal cause thousands of serious injuries each year to operators – especially when proper guards are not in place.  Danger spots on machines include:

· The point of operation where the machine performs work on material.

· Power-transmission apparatuses, such as flywheels, pulleys, belts, chains, couplings, spindles, cams, and gears.

· Other machine components that move during machine operation, including blades or other cutting parts.

There are several common types of machine guards.

· Some are fixed and are never removed.

· Interlocked guards can be removed but have shutoff protections.

· Some are adjustable or self-adjusting according to the size or type of material being handled.

Sometimes other methods are used to eliminate hazards.

· Some machines have an automatic shutoff if an operator’s body part enters the guarded area.

· Restraint and pull-back devices prevent access by the worker’s hands.

· Two-hand control devices require the operator to use both hands.

· Sometimes the entire machine is in a locked area away from the operator.

In general, machine guards must:

· Prevent operator contact with danger spots and not be easily removed.

· Protect against things falling into the guarded area where a small object or tool could cause a jam or malfunction.

· Allow for safe lubrication of the machine without their removal.

· Create no interference with efficient machine operation.

Following good safety practices will help to keep you safe.

· Allows operate the machine according to your training.

· Feed material into the machine with push sticks, not your hands.

· Find a comfortable working position to minimize fatigue.

· Take it easy – rushing through a job is one of the major causes of accidents.

· Make sure maintenance is performed when required.

· Follow lockout/tagout procedures when a machine needs repair or maintenance.

· Check machines after repair or maintenance to be sure that all guards are back in their proper places.

· Be sure no other workers can enter a danger area where machinery is operating.

Powerful machinery can cause serious injuries, amputations, or even death.  Guards can help to protect you, but you also have to follow safety rules and pay attention to be safe.

