Fire Extinguisher Inspection
When and How

Fire extinguishers are to be inspected when initially placed in service and thereafter at approximately 30-day intervals.  A visual inspection of portable extinguishers or hoses are to be done monthly [29 CFR 1910.157(e)(2)].
A monthly inspection of fire extinguishers can be performed by any competent individual.  Regular maintenance and inspections of your portable fire extinguishers will provide assurance that they will operate effectively and safely if they are needed [29 CFR 1910.157( c )(4)].
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Check the following items during the inspection:

· Is extinguisher in its designated place, clearly visible, and not blocked by equipment, coats or other objects that could interfere with access during an emergency?
· Is the nameplate with operating instructions legible and facing outward?
· Is the pressure gauge showing that the extinguisher is fully charged (the needle should be in the green zone)?
· Is the pull pin and tamper seal intact?
· Is the extinguisher in good condition and showing no signs of physical damage, corrosion, or leakage?
· Have all dry powder extinguishers been gently rocked top to bottom to make sure the powder is not packing?

· Check maintenance tag (must be initialed each month)

· Annual maintenance (check date)






