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Close to a third of all accidents in the woods involve chain saws, and chain saw injuries tend to be severe, even life-threatening.  With this in mind, pay attention to these tips on handling chain saws safely.  If followed carefully, they can protect you from such injuries on or off the job!
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· Always start the saw on the ground, no on your knee or in the air.

· When carrying a saw any distance, carry it by the handle, with the motor stopped and the guide bar to the rear, in such a way that you can throw the saw clear in case you stumble or fall.

· W

·  When moving from tree to tree, make sure your finger is not on the saw trigger in case you fall.

Refueling

· Shut the motor off and let it cool before refueling.

· Refuel only in a clear area with mineral soil exposed (dirt, rock, sand, etc. – not wood, leaves, pine needles or the like).

Protective Equipment and First Aid

When operating a chain saw, wear a safety hat, safety shoes, safety pants or chaps, and safety glasses.

Be sure to keep a first-aid kit and a fire extinguisher handy.  Also, prior to using the chain saw, make sure that all parts are in good condition.
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Here is a checklist:

· Is the muffler in good condition?

· Does the exhaust blow away from the operator?

· Are the spark plugs and wire connections tight?

· Is the blade in good condition, not bent or warped?

· Is the chain sharp and properly adjusted?

· If equipped with an automatic oiler, is there sufficient oil in the tank?

· Is there a guard, in place and functioning properly?

· Are all bots, nuts, and screws tight?

Perhaps the most important factors of all are the knowledge and safety orientation of the operator.  A chain saw is nothing to fool around with, so you need to make sure that you familiarize yourself thoroughly with the manufacturer’s information on parts, safe operation, and troubleshooting.

Give serious consideration to whether working alone is worth the extra risk that can involve, or whether its worth it always to have a buddy along when using a chain saw.

Have all of the appropriate personal protective equipment, in good condition, and wear it.  Never persuade yourself that “this is just a little job, so I don’t need to waste time on suiting up and going through all those checks.”  If something goes wrong, which can happen very quickly, you could be “wasting” a lot more of your time in the hospital.

