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Safety Committee Minutes
The Safety Committee met on Wednesday, August 29, 2012, at the Wastewater Interpretive Building.

The Safety Committee Members present were:
Jeff Brown - Wastewater

Carrie Hahn – Admin Svcs

David Johnson - Parks

Tim Nickerson – Parking

Jason Fladland – Water Treatment

Jeff Gerth – City Shop

Eric Sinclair – Solid Waste

Wayne Helmbrecht – Water/WW Utility

Maggie Brownlee - Police

Keith Simendinger - Fire

Katherine Swindle – Risk Management
Those Safety Committee members absent:
Matt Schmidt – Community Facility - unavailable
Representative from Streets and Traffic – unknown 

Representative from Human Resources – vacant at this time

Other guests:
None

The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. and minutes of the June 27, 2012 meeting were approved as written. 

Committee members reviewed the Safety Audit inspections from the State of Montana Safety Bureau for Solid Waste Transfer Station and the City Shop Complex.  (See Attachment I & II).  Jeff Gerth and Carrie Hahn gave a brief talk regarding their experience in the audit.  Katherine made a few comments as well.
Overall, the hazards indicated were minimal for the Transfer Station.  The MSDS list for  hazardous chemicals and/or substances known to be present in the workplace had not been updated for several years. It was recommended that the entire establishment be inspected, and compile a list of all hazardous substances found making sure that there were MSDS sheets for each.  The list should contain information that will satisfy “RIGHT TO KNOW” requirements, identifying required personal protective equipment, assist in locating the MSDS sheet, and simplify training.  An example of a chemical list for MSDS was given.  (See Attachment III).  
It was also noted that training and retraining should be done annually as well as looking at having an ergonomic assessment of the workplace performed due to the numerous strains noted on the WC Injury Report.

For the Shop Department items noted were:

· Water outlet was plugged on eye wash station, no regular maintenance or recorded inspection of same. 
· Air compressor over pressure relief valve was not functioning.  No record of safety device inspection was offered or found on the compressor.  
· Compressed air not reduced to less than 30 P.S.I and the nozzle outlet source was not fitted with a pressure relief device.

· Oxygen and Acetylene were not properly bled off after use.

· Numerous electrical receptacles located in wash area and restroom not suitable to prevent  a shock hazard.

· Work lights needed to corrected in work areas.

It was also noted that job specific training should be done with refresher training done annually.  Self-inspection for hazard assessments needed to be performed annually and correction to be noted as to when hazard was mitigated.  
Katherine also passed out a recommended New Employee Safety Orientation – Training list that could be modified for departments to be job specific training for their area and asked the representatives to give to their supervisors to see if they wanted to implement.

The City Employee Awards luncheon will be held in September.  Katherine asked representatives to remind supervisors if they had anyone that they would like to honor for a safety award.  She needs these back by August 30th.
Katherine informed the Committee that she had set up First Aid and CPR classes for October and that the dates were listed on the intranet page.  You can address the intranet page by going to https://intranet.ci.helena.mt.us 
Katherine informed the committee the following would remain or represent their departments for the next two years:
Water/Wastewater Utilities – Wayne Helmbrecht

Shop – Jeff Gerth

Streets/Traffic - unknown

The next safety meeting will be December 12, 2012 at 10:30 a.m.
The meeting ended at 11:40 a.m.
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