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Safety Committee Minutes
The Safety Committee met on Tuesday, March 10, 2015, at the Wastewater Interpretive Building.

The Safety Committee Members present were:
Troy Sampson – Community Facilities

Tim Nickerson – Parking

Ray Chapman - Wastewater

Ken Wood - Fire

Jason Fladland – Water Treatment

Morgan Maynard – HR

Carrie Hahn – Admin Svcs

David Johnson - Parks

Maggie Brownlee – Police
Those Safety Committee members absent:
Jeff Gerth – City Shop

George Moga - Streets and Traffic

Wayne Helmbrecht – Water/WW Utility

Eric Sinclair – Solid Waste

James Fehr – HR

Guests:
Thom Danenhower, MMIA
The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m.
Minutes:

The minutes of December 9, 2014 were previously reviewed and approved.
New Business:

Thom Danenhower from MMIA was asked to present a summary of the Worker’s Compensation and Liability Claims for 2014.
He reported that there is a definite downward trend for the last five years of both types of claims.  Liability claims in Helena are half as much as the claims in the other largest eight cities in Montana covered by MMIA.  Worker’s Compensation claims are also reducing overall.  These trends may have a direct impact on the modification factors that are used when calculating insurance costs for the City.  These savings will not only save money for all Cities in the MMIA pool but the City of Helena could also experience savings.
Types of injuries were mostly bruises, strains and sprains of the shoulders, knees and backs.  Falls were the biggest cause of injuries.  The use of “stabilizers” (a type of cleat) and the “3-point rule” would help to alleviate many of these.  The 3-point rule requires three of four points of contact to be maintained with the vehicle at all times-two hands and one foot, or both feet and one hand.  The system allows maximum stability and support, reducing the likelihood of slipping and falling.

Thom suggested he and Morgan conduct some job hazard analysis this spring and summer to possibly identify other ways to decrease injuries for our employees.
Specific details were reviewed and commented upon.  All in all, very good trending for 2014.

Follow-up:

None.
Other Business: 
Carrie Hahn reminded members that there is a “Liability 101” presentation by MMIA on March 23 from 1:30-3:30 at the Commission Chamber in the City-County Building.  She encouraged everyone to attend.
Next Meeting:

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 10:30 a.m. at the Wastewater Interpretive Building.

The meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.
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